Berlin, Dec 4, 2014
Open Letter
Dear Ms Haug,
dear Mr Kaegi,
dear Mr Wetzel,
You are announced with "Remote Santiago" at the Theatre Festival Santiago a Mil 2015 in
Santiago de Chile, where also other international artists and groups will participate,
including Israel's Batsheva Dance Company with the play "Decadence".
For Ohad Naharin (Choreographer & Artistic Director) dance is 'a form of illusion, a unique
moment that allows a departure from reality'. On the other hand, 'For me a way to visualize
the world in which I live' Perhaps this inconsistency is no accident. An actual realization of
the world in which Ohad Naharin lives, it suggests well to take refuge in illusions.
The Batsheva Dance Company, among others, is funded by the Israeli Ministry of Culture and
what may seem surprising, by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Beyond that it
participates in the 'Brand Israel' initiative of the Israeli government. The aim of this initiative,
which was launched in 2006, is to enhance the image of Israel internationally. This will be
achieved by specifically international performances by artists and groups like Batsheva. The
campaign is a response of the Israeli government to the growing protests worldwide against
the immense massive human rights violations and disregard of international law by Israel culminated dramatically last summer on the besieged civilian population of Gaza. By
supposedly non-political "culture" the image of a normal democratic country should be
perceived instead of that what millions of people around the globe are aware of.
The Israeli writer Yitzhak Laor described in 2008 in an article in the Israeli daily newspaper
Haaretz how this works. Israeli artists whose performances abroad are funded by the state,
to sign a contract in which they are referred to significantly as service provider. They assure
the Ministry to promote "the political interests of the State of Israel through culture and
art," which includes "a positive image of Israel".
Arye Mekel, Deputy Head of the Department for Culture Israeli Foreign Ministry, announced
in 2009, “We will send well-known novelists and writers overseas, theater companies,
exhibits,” said Arye Mekel, the ministry’s deputy director general for cultural affairs. “This
way you show Israel’s prettier face, so we are not thought of purely in the context of war.”
'At this time, Israel had bombed Gaza with phosphorus bombs and other internationally
banned weapons and adamantly resisted the investigation of war crimes by a UN
Commission.
The Batsheva Dance Company, however, lends itself for being an ambassador of this Israeli
state, it met with massive protests during ist tour through the UK and elsewhere.

At each performance at the Edinburgh International Festival and anywhere in the UK, the
company faced protests outside and inside the venues under the slogan Don’t Dance With
Israeli Apartheid. That happened also in Rome and Turin.
We as BDS Berlin support our fellow activists from BDS Chile in their protest against the
presence of Batsheva Dance Company and we focus together against the crimes of a state in
which services Batsheva dances "rejection of reality" - to live down the reality of
occupation, apartheid and deprivation of rights of Palestinians. It is particularly perfidious in
this context that "Decadence" also makes borrows from the Arab musical tradition.
Of course, we from the international BDS movement differentiate between a state and its
citizens and know us connected with Israeli artists, intellectuals and activists who also
advocate for the rights of the Palestinians.
The freedom of arts, opinion and the press is a valuable asset. It also protects nonsense, but
the perception of freedom is also associated with responsibility. In this respect, we assume
that you see your work not unconnected with the world and in a vacuum.

In this sense, we write because of your performances in Santiago de Chile where you will be
in the dubious company of the Batsheva Dance Company, and ask you to reconsider your
performance there and to follow the call by Palestinian intellectuals to boycott Israeli
cultural and academic institutions.
You will find further information here:
www.bdsmovement.net
www.pacbi.org
http://boycottisrael.info/
www.bds-kampagne.de
www.bdsberlin.org
For further information please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely
BDS Berlin
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